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256 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

State. It has also exclusive jurisdiction of cases under the Mechanics' 
Lien Law (except that proceedings may be instituted in the Marine or 
Justices' Courts upon liens not exceeding one hundred dollars, subject to 
review in this court). We propose in our next number to insert some 
abstracts of the cases in this volume, which will give our readers a better 
idea of the value of the reports than any mere commendation can do. 



Official Opinions of the Attorneys General of the United States, advising the 
President and Heads of Departments in relation to their official duties, and ex- 
pounding the Constitution, treaties with foreign governments, and with Indian 
tribes, and the public laws of the country. Edited by C. C. Andrews, Coun- 
sellor-at-Law. Vol. VII. Containing the opinions of Hon. Caleb dishing, of 
Massachusetts, from October 9, 1854, to July 9, 1856. Washington : Eobert 
Farnham, 1856. pp, 778. 

We have read this volume with much pleasure. It contains many in- 
teresting and important opinions to both professional and lay readers. 
The labors of the editor are most satisfactory. His head notes lead at 
once to the very pith and substance of the opinions themselves, enabling 
the reader to see at one view the subject discussed and the matter settled. 
The head notes and index add to the interest and value of the volume, by 
rendering its contents accessible to the reader, without which they could 
only be known by much greater toil than most readers are willing to un- 
dergo. We propose, in the next number, to present one or two opinions 
of general interest ; and we especially commend the attention of readers 
to " The Celebration of Marriages by Consuls," p. 18 ; " The Estate of 
Madame Sontag," p. 68 ; " The Appointment of Consuls," p. 242 ; " The 
Functions of Consuls," p. 342; "The Purchase of Public Lands by 
Aliens," p. 351; "Foreign Enlistments," p. 367; "General Scott's 
Case," p. 349; "United States' Judicial Authority in China," p. 495; 
" Eminent Domain of the United States," p. 571 ; " Copyright," p. 656 ; 
" Spurious Land Warrants," p. 657, as containing learned, able, elaborate, 
and thorough discussions by Mr. Attorney General Cushing, well worth 
the attentive study and perusal of any professional reader who wishes to 
be fully informed upon the particular subject matter of inquiry. 



